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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 8219

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Esser, MCaslin and Benton

Read first time 03/03/2003. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article VIl, section 2 of the Constitution of the state of Washi ngton
to read as foll ows:

distriet—)) For taxes levied for collection in calendar year 2004 and
thereafter, no taxing district may inpose a tax levy upon real or
personal property unless the tax levy is approved by the voters as
provided in this section. The term"taxing district" for the purposes
of this section shall nean the state and any political subdivision,
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muni ci pal cor poration, district, or ot her gover nnent al agency
aut hori zed by law to levy, or have levied for it, ad valorem taxes on

property(( —ether—than—a—port—or—pubbe—ut+ty—dtstriet——Sueh
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conformtytherewth may be—exceededonly—as—follows)). Furthernore,

the year 1990 shall be used as the base year for assessnent, valuation
and a levy rate of ten dollars per thousand, from which any property
tax increases are proposed and presented by the state, or any other
taxing district, to the affected taxpayers for approval or rejection.
New construction, assessnents, and valuations for the base year shal
be determ ned by a commttee to consist of the owner, the builder or a
gualified appraiser, and a representative from the county assessor's
office. Atax levy may be inposed:

(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by
a mgjority of at least three-fifths of the voters of the taxing
district voting on the proposition to levy such ((additi+enal)) tax
submtted not nore than twelve nonths prior to the date on which the
proposed levy is to be nade and not oftener than twice in such twelve
nmonth period, either at a special election or at the regular election
of such taxing district, at which election the nunber of voters voting
"yes" on the proposition shall constitute three-fifths of a nunber
equal to forty percent of the total nunber of voters voting in such
taxing district at the last preceding general election when the nunber
of voters voting on the proposition does not exceed forty percent of
the total nunmber of voters voting in such taxing district in the |ast
precedi ng general election; or by a majority of at least three-fifths

of the voters of the taxing district voting on the proposition to |evy
when the nunber of voters voting on the proposition exceeds forty
percent of the nunber of voters voting in such taxing district in the
| ast preceding general election((+—™Previded—Fhat)). Notw thstandi ng
any other provision of this Constitution, any proposition pursuant to
this subsection to levy ((additienal)) tax ((fFer—the—support—of—the
compr—schools—or—Hre—protection—dtstriets)) may (( provrde—such
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(b) By any taxing district otherwi se authorized by law to issue
general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sole purpose of
making the required paynents of principal and interest on general
obligation bonds issued solely for capital purposes, other than the
repl acenent of equipnent, when authorized so to do by mpjority of at
| east three-fifths of the voters of the taxing district voting on the
proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the principal and interest
thereon by annual tax levies in excess of the limtation herein
provided during the term of such bonds, submtted not oftener than
twce in any cal endar year, at an election held in the manner provided
by law for bond elections in such taxing district, at which election
the total nunber of voters voting on the proposition shall constitute
not less than forty percent of the total nunmber of voters voting in
such taxing district at the |ast precedi ng general election: Provided,
That any such taxing district shall have the right by vote of its
governi ng body to refund any general obligation bonds of said district
i ssued for capital purposes only, and to provide for the interest
t hereon and anortization thereof by annual |evies in excess of the tax
l[imtation provided for herein, And provided further, That the
provisions of this section shall also be subject to the Iimtations
contained in Article VII'l, Section 6, of this Constitution((+

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anmendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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